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OUR LORD'S RETURJI. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE OB.TKCT OF THE SECOND ADVEIO'. 

That our Lord intended us as His disciples to un- 
derstand, that tor some purpose, in some manner, and 
at some time, He would come again, is, we presume, 
admitted and bolieved by all faniiiiar "vvitli the scrip- 
tures. But the object of that coming is vie vred from 
widely different standpoints, and seen in as various 
colors as there are glasses ; each observer honestly 
and sincerely desirous of seeing and uuderstandin*; 
the subject correctly. We shall not attempt in these 
iew pages to pve a'H that can be presented upon this 
subject, but simply otTer a sketch of what we under- 
stand the events and their order to be ; — cjiving as 
far as space will permit, the scriptural evidence fa- 
voring it. In doing so, we shall endeavor to exer- 
cise christian courtesy, when referring to the views 
of brethren who differ with us. 

The writer believes that in order to an understand- 
iug of this subject, it is necessary for ns to have some 
clear conception of God's plan for the salvation of 
the world of mankind. If we can obtain this, it will 
unquestionably give us information very valuable, in 
the consideration of our subject ; for, m that plan, 
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not only the first but also the second advent has .in 
important place. Here a vital question arisea^ viz. : 

HAS GOB A PLAN ? 

Or, did He in an idle moment frame this -s^-orld, and 
biing us, His creatures, into existence simply to ex- 
ercise His creative power ; entirely unmindful, or 
uncarinq:, what should be the result to us of that ex- 
istence ^ Many who love the Lord with ali their 
hearts speak of Him and His work as thou<:fh lliis 
were the case. They thiuk of the fall of Adam, by 
which ** Sin entered' the world and death by [or, as 
a result of] sin," (Kom. 5 : 12) as an emergency en- 
tirely unexpected and unprovided for by the Creator. 

Such naturally reijard. the salvation provided 
through our Lord Jesus Christ as an after-thought. 
God, having been thwarted by an agent of His own 
creation, — the Devil, — now sought to repair the mis- 
chief by providing a way bv which a few of these 
creatures could be saved, lliey regard the pre.«ent 
and past contest between good and evil, as a race be- 
tween God and the Devil, in which, so far, the Dev- 
il has been the most successful. They hope and 
iriut, however, that before the winding up of atl 
things, the numbers of the saved will be greater than 
those of the lost: and so God, even without any plan, 
come off conqueror. 

But, christian friends, He who would rebuke a man 
for building a tower without first counting the cost, 
shall He build and people a world without counting 
the cost ? Nay, verily ; God has, and always has hacT, 
a pUm — a purpose ; and all His purposes shall be 



accomplished. Ho Tirorta **aB things after the 
counsel of His will." 

Not only 13 this true, but fi!e has xwealed His plan 
to us in *' the Scriptures, whkJb» are able to make us 
wise," and given us His Hoij Spirit to enlighten our 
understanding, " that we mighi hnoicihe things that 
are freely given unto us of God," (I Cor. 2 : 12.) 
Which things, neither the -wiorfd ncHr carnally mtTid- 
M christians can see (v. 14); lliey sk revealed by 
the spirit in answer to dliligeat search. ^•'If thou 
seekcst after wisdom, and Mhest up thv voice for un- 
derstanding, 3-ea : if thou seartbest for her as men 
search for silver ; then shall ihsm find Ihe knowledge 
of God." When He, the Spirit of Thith is cc^nie, 
He shall guide you into all triiitii. 

The Spirit does this as we ham seen through the 
Word — the lamp. But God's word, the Bibfe, is a 
revelation not intended for oa« decade or century, 
siiupl}' ; but, to the conditions of His people, at all 
times and in evety age. It is eonttaoailT uolokling 
to us some new, fresh beauty, of which out a short 
time befoie we had not even ds\cftmed. It is because 
of this continuous unfolding s^' trciJi, as it becomes 
*•* meat in due season" to the hoosehold of faith, tiiat 
under 'another figure the same void is compared to 
'•a lamp to our feet ;"for, "ftc path of the just 
shines more and more until 0>e peifect day." It 
shone some away back in Enoch's dav, and has been 
increasing ever since ; not, that liglit yesterday is 
darkness to-da}' ; but, there is naose {tght to-day, by 
which we can still better appreciate tlitat of j-este'tday. 

Have we. as a church, all tkm light now ? Cer- 
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tainly not ; nor will we have until the " perfect day/' 
Whilst we reniemembeEjthen, that 

"God moves in a raj'steritms wa.y 
His wonder* to perform ;'» 

we should be ready Jind watching for the earliest 

flimpsc of the next unfolding ofllis revelntion of 
[iinself find His plan ; remembeiing that 

" Hid purposes will ripen fast, 
* Unfaldin;jev«ry hour." 

"We will now see what we can find of God's plan 
revealed in His word, tlierefrom to judge of the ob- 
ject of our Lord's return. 

Wo lay down as a foundation, then, — whether the 
plan is so far unfolded tliat we can fully comprehend 
It, and see the connection which must exist between 
the past and present dealings of God and that plan, 
or not: — First, Crod has a puri)ose or plan. Second, 
That plan is based and founded upon love, for '"God 
is love." (I John 4 : 8.) 

We do not cast aside God's justice, etc. ; but, 
whatever His plan it must comport with His charac- 
ter — Love — for, " He cannot deny Himself." 

The christian church is aboutequaliy divided upon 
the question of Election vs. Free drace, or Cal- 
vinism vs. Armininnism ; a small number, propor- 
tionately, believing in ITniversalism or the final eter- 
nal salvation of all mankind. Doiibtlt..>s, all familiar 
with Scripture know that each of theso jjositions are 
supported by much scripture ; and yet, can they all 
be true ? Must there not be some'connecting link 
which will harmonize and reconcile them ? Surely 
this is the case, for God's Word is not yea and nay. 
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Let us examine the first two, CaMnism and Armial- 
anism, se])arately ; the last, XJiaiTcrsaiism, is so flat- 
ly contradicted by much direct scripture, that we 
shall measurably pass it imnotieed. And what we 
have to o0er on the others is not designed as a fling 
against any of the " branches «rf the troe vine ;" 
but strongly expressed, to call s^pecfaJ attention to 
the more uncomely features of tl^e doctrines which 
their strongest advocates will concede are -^resk 
points. 

Calvinism virtually says : Gud is all wise ; He 
knew the end from tho beginning ; He had a plan 
which was to save a few, not from untf merit in them^ 
but of Ilis sovereign choice He elected these to eter- 
nal life, — all others to eternal death- He could as 
easily save all men, but He docs jiot want to : He is 
able, but unwiUin;^, to save nny Ivjjfe a few. 

Armeaiauioa\ viitually savs . ■uiO^l loves all His 
creatures ; His tender mercies are over all His works. 
He is trying His utmost to save them all, but is not 
able : , only the very few, the "little flock,'* Sin 
slipped past Him, entered the worid at the outset, 
and has gained such a foothold that only by the aid 
of Ilis children can it be overcome, even in ages. 

As before suggested, each of these, although ap- 
parently, antipodes, have some scriptual basis, and 
we believe, when properly arranged, are in harmony 
with each other. 

We will now look at the Bible ; first at a dark 
picture, then at a brighter one. Here we find that 
though little light was given as to man's .salvation 
and future happiness at the first unfolding of the 
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{>laa, even thnt little was not given to the \vorM f^t 
arge— the masses — but to a few Patriarchs, anioag 
whom were Enoch, Xoah, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. These were chosen, — elected,— not alone 
from tlie world, but from among the otiier members 
of their families, as it is written: "Jacob have I 
loved, Esau have I hated." [loved less.] Isaac alone 
of all of Abraham's children was the child of prom- 
ise. Of Abraham it is written, ''•Theo only have I 
chosen of all thy father's house." 

At Jacob's death, the principle of election changes,. 
but the fact remains. All of Jacob's children are 
thereafter recognized a:? God's representatives, — His 
church, or people. There on his death bed^ the old 
patriarch blesses each of his sous and gives to Judah 
the sceptre,— symbol of nationality,— saying : "The 
Sceptre shall not depart from Ju(lah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come.^' ^his 
was fulfilled to the letter. That tribe represented the 
nation until Christ came. To this one nation Go^ 
gave the Law, in which was shadowed forth the Gos- 
pel. This shadowy light, the Law, was given to no 
other nation orpeoplel it was exclusively to Israel, 
as we read : "You only, have I known of all the fam- 
ilies of the earth.'* We will therefore designate this 
the Jewish or Law age. 

At the death of Christ another change talies place. 
The Law ends. He made an end of the Law, 'nail- 
ing it to the crojis," and iiitroduce<l a new di!*pensa- 
tion, — the gospelof grace, under the law of the Spir- 
it. This is not restricted to one nation, as was the 
law, but is free to all, to be "preached in all the World, 
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for a witness" before this age ends. (Matt 24 : 14). 
But although we are to know no difference in our pre- 
sentation of it to all people, God haa been guiding 
and directing its cour-e. Under chat direction, we 
of Eut0|)e and Anierica, have been more favored than 
the inhabitants of other parts of the earth. Why did 
the Uirht of truth and salvation, started by our Lord 
and ili3 apostles in Palestine, travel nothward and 
weswanl through Europe and America, rallier tlian, 
southward and eastward throujih Africa and Asia ? 
Did it happen so ? oh no I Our Pathcris at the helm; 
He is guiding His truth. 

True^ now the bible is published in the language of 
eveiT nation. It is now being ^-preached to every na- 
tion " : (uot individual) but this we may say, has all 
been done during the present century. Yet to-day, 
four out of live of the inhul)itants of earth know not 
that Jesus died for them. Here is a sense in which 
God is even now electing. He elected to fend the 
gospel to you and me and our fathers, and He chose 
not to send it to yonder Hottentot and his fathers. 
But says onc^ God works by mstrumentalicies. He 
has been wanting His people to come to the work, 
and by giving of the money and talents which He so 
freely bestowed on us, we may, through nii^ssions, 
which He will bless, nave the privilege of being co- 
workers with Him. 

To much of this we can heartily iissent. We be- 
lieve that through us God is working ; that He is 
pleased with our 2cal in His service. But we can- 
not for one moment suppose that the eternal icelfare 
of four-fifths of tlie human family is made to depend 
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enrirely upon the Zealand liberality of the other one- 
fifth. 2«ro ! No I I The God of love, is not experi- 
iTienting at the expeni=e of the eternal happiness of 
the great mass of His creatures. 

We see, then, that in some sense God has so far 
been electing tlie church. But vrhy. He must 
have <i purposb and object in so doinsr. He has a plan, 
and doubtless it is far greater and grander than ever 
entered into t\vi heart of man to conceive. What 
saith tlie scriptures ? 

In the prorai:*e of God to Abraham: "In thee and in 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed," 
God's plan and purpose is stated in one sentence. 
Paul, in an inspired comment upon this promise, 
(Gal. 3), says, " lie saith not to seeds, as of many, 
but ns of one, and to thy seed, ^vhich is Christ." Is 
it Christ Jesus individually that is here referred to as 
the one seed ? Xo ; the 'upostle continues (vs. 29) 
if ye [the church] he Christ's, then are yc Abra- 
ham's seed, nnd heirs according to the pvomise^ (as 
originally made to Abraham). We learn that God 
had us comprehended in lUf. plan when speaking to 
Abraham. Xot only Christ Jesus, the licad of this 
seed, but they that are Christ's— tlie little flock— as 
members of Hi^ body : and this one seed wilt not be 
complete until the la?i member of that body is per- 
fected. This thought is maintained throughout the 
Epistles— Christ, "the head of the bodv, the church." 
(Col. 1 : IS, Ep!i. 1 : 23 ; 4 : r2 : 5 :'2.5-;3-2 I Cor. 
15 : 1-2, 27. Rom. 12 : 5, etc.) The figure is carried 
yet further, We, His disciples, are spoken of as 
filling up the measure of Christ's sufferings. (Cob 
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1 : 24. II Cor. 1:5. II Tim. 2 : 10.) And we have 
the promise, *' that if we suffer with Him, we sluill 
also reign with Him." 

The promise, to which we are heirs, declares that 
when this seed is complete, all nation* Jsliall he blessed 
in it. A promise nmde away back in Eden, that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, 
crush evil and sin, is another to which wo are joint- 
heirs. But did not Jesus do tliis — bruise Satan — 
when he died ? No ; the death of Cltrist and the 
subsequent persecution of the church are the '*bruis- 
ing of the heel." Paul savs, '' Satan is to be bruised 
shorthj under tlic feet o'f the c\\\xvc\i^^' --hmd and 
hody^ (Rom. IG : 20). Again, the same thought is 
expressed under the figure of 

THE BRIDE A^'D BRrDEGUOOlL 

The church is represented as a chaste Virgin, es- 
poui>€d to Christ (H Cor, 11:2). As such we are 
now betrothed, and ha^ie received the seal of that 
engacjement, — the first fruits of the S}>irit. Xot 
marrred, not the bride yet, but waiting and longing 
for that union with the Bridegroom. NVhcn He 
went away He said, " I will come again and receive 
you unto myself. He expre?«scd it so in tlic parable 
of the " Ten Virgins." When " the Biidegioom 
eame, they that were ready went into the marriage." 
There and then v.-e shall enter upon the full realiza- 
tion of the '' thing!* which God hath in reservation 
for those that lovellim." 

All, we presume, will arrrcc with us, when we saj'', 
that no matter how much cinoymeut we have prior to 
the resurrection, wecertaiily" wait until then for the 
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fall measure. Tho whole church or body is complete 
before the final rewards are givea. Hence, whea 
recounting the nncient worthies, the Aposrle says : 
(Heb. 11 :' 39, 40), " They received not the promises 
that that thej* without ua'should not be made per- 
fect." And", of Himself, when about to die, He 

said, "I have fought a good fight henceforth 

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me 
at that day ; and not to me only, buE unto nil them, 
also, that love His appearing." (II Tim. 4 : S.). 
True, we now have and enjoy many blessings in 
Christ. Xow we have the peace that the world can 
neither give nor take away. But all this is but a 
foretaste ; the weight of glory comes over there. 
We now, in a certain sense" have begun our office, 
as Kings and Priests, conquerinsr self and the lusts 
of the nesh, and " offering up spiritual sncrihices un- 
to God ;" but it is only in the same sense that we 
are now spoken of as being risen with Christ, and 
seated with Him in heavenly places. By faitli in 
Bis promises we anticipate' the glory and the rest 
that remains ; and although beset with trials and 
troubles in life, we have a'peace to which Die world 
is a stiunger. 

When the Lord promises, saying, *' To him that 
overcometh, 1 will give to sit with me in my throne," 
and '' to him that overcometh I will give power over 
the nations," does He mean it ? Is he to **sit on the 
throne of His glorj- ?" AVill He take to Himself His 
great power and "reign over the nations ? Surely, 
His word cannot fail ; it will be as real a reign over 
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the nations for us— tiie church — as for Him. God 
gave " Christ to be the head over the hody ;" and 
" He that hath freely given us Christ, will 'He not 
with Him also freely ^re lu all things?" Yea, ver- 
ily, brethren, we hare not realized *'' out Juffh-calling 
which is of God in Christ Jesusi." We are. called 
to aonsliip of God, and not this alone, but to be 
loint-heirs U'ith Christ Jesus our Lord. This is the 
little company whora God saw a-wny back in Eden, 
through whom He- is shortly to bruise Satan and 
"ble-s all the families of the earth." It is this 
company to v.li.oTn Peter refers, (Acts lo ; 34) 
saying, '" God did visit the Gentiles to take out 
of them a people for His name.'' "We are the Vir- 
gin, soon to receive the name of our Lord, " a new 
name that no man knovreth save lie that receivetli 
it" 

It was for th«se Jesus praytjd : (John 17) " I 
pray not for the wodd^ but for them Ihou hast 
given me, and *^ not for these only but ail tliem 
also which shall believn tm me tlirough their word, 
" that they all may be one in meP* This oneness and 
unity the Lord dii uol expect in tliis present time. 
He says He came to bring division. Consequently 
He is not disappointed nor thwarted in His plans. 
Id the parable of wheat and tares. He tells us that 
the enemy would sow tares among the wheat, and 
they look so much alike that we cannot separate them. 
"Let both grow together until the harvest, — the 
harvest is the end of the world" [aion — age] tkea He 
will have them separated by angels. 

Yet, as Jesus saj's ^*the Father heareth me always,^' 
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we may know that at some time they all will be one in 
Him. When ? At the resurrection, when we are 
united to our her.d, beeominjr the "one seed/' ct ihe 
marriage wlien we are imited to the Lrideuroom and 
they twain become oxe. But although this prayer 
was mainly for the church, yet Jesu^ loved the whole 
world. Yes, he died for the World, and they have a 
place in this prayer. But notice uliere. He prays 
for thechunh Hrst, that they all may be matle one in 
Him; then the object of the union is ''that the world 
may believe.'- But Ihe believing of. an;l prayer for, 
the World, i? after the marriage of the cha^^te Yifgin. 
For this mairia<re, ''we ourselves, that have the ^^r3t- 
fruits of the sjnrit, groan within our^elvea waiting 
for the adoptiinr, to wit : the revUimpiiou of our 
body" ; this one body of which wo euVh are mem- 
hevi. 

When we (ihe gospel church,) are redeeuiod, h 
God's plan accomplished ? No. It is only begun. 
Ifc is a graiukr, a more lolly plan. Xot only do w^e 
groan for this consummation, but we have j-een from 
our Lord's prayer that the world Ua^ an interest in it, 
and Paul ju..~itively asserlR,that 'uhe whole creation 
groaneth auJ travaileth in pain together/' What 
are they expecting ? Certainly not wiiul u-e are look- 
ing for. They do not expect to fonu part of the 
body. xCo: •• the earnest expectation of the ere;. ture, 
waited for the mnuifestatiou of the son.-? of God.*' 
(Ptom. 8 : rj.) Xot Son of God. but 5on.^. '-Be- 
loved, no\v' are we the sous of God.'' 

What intcTL'St has the world in our numite.'tattoa 
or shiniug forlh ? Simply tliis, — Until we are mani- 
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fested although we are the *Might of the world^^' and it 
13 blessed by this'lltjbt, whicir we are to let "so shine 
that tnen may .glorify Oar Father in heaven," jet bow 
much more will it J»e blessed, when we ** shine forth 
as the sua in the Kingdom," — when separated from 
the world as well as from the tares in the harvest. 
(Matt. 13 : 43.) If we now are a blessing" to the world 
as light-bearers, poor and weak though that light oft- 
en be, are we surprised tliat the liope of the world 
is this shining forth of the church ? i*aiii tells us 
why they wait and groan for our manifestation, ''Be- 
cause the creature itself aZso shall be delivered fron> 
the bondage of corruption into the jiiorious liberty of 
the sons of God." Tiuntis, when the church bis been 
delivered from the present condition — subject to 
death — the bondage of corruption » then the world at 
large will havo an opportunity in the same directfon, 
— "■ that the woi'd xwav Relieve " and as many as do 
so " shall be delivered into the gloiious liberty of the 
sons of God." Sous, but not joint-helrs. This will 
be the only distiuclioa between them and us, — the 
gospel church. 

God loves ail his creatures, not because we love 
Him. but from pure btnevolence. *'God so loved the 
world" — while we were yet sinners. But He is a 
God of order. lie has a plan, and is carrying it out. 
During the past .six thousand year:;, He has been gel- 
ting ready, — preparing tlie instrumentality through 
which to bless the Wodd. The time seems long to 
us mortals, but not so with Him svho is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting. 

This " little tlock " who receive the Kingdom are 
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but **iliefrst-fruits unto God of nis,creatares. (Jas. 
1 : 18. Kev. 14 : 4.) If there is a frst'/ndts there 
must of necessity, be more of a harvest, e!<c tite lan- 
guage is i»eiiseless. Epli. 2 : 7, declares the object of 
God in our salvation to be, "That intlie asos to come 
He might ^hoti} the exceeding riches of His grace." 

But let us foUo^v thechurc-li, — thefirst-fruit.s. We 
hist saw her as the cha>*te virgiu going into the mar- 
riage, when the bridegroom came. We next liearthe 
great voice of a multitude saying (Rev. It) : 7.) *' Let 
U3 be glad and rejoice and give^honorto God, for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made hei"self ready. We have heard of tlie marriage — 
listen ! the an.:el say.-? to John (Kev. 21 : 9, 10). 
"Come hither, I "will shcnc thee the Bride, the Lamb'j 
wife."'"' We want to see her, let us foHow. ••Aixd lie 
showed me that great city, the Holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God.^* Are we to 
understand that this citv is a symbolic representation 
of the church ? Yes, just as "in another symbol she 
k the **TempIe of God." But what of the precious 
stones of which it is built ? These are the same as 
the stones of the spiiitual Templo ; i. e., living stones, 
— the same that Paul speaks of as "Precious stones" 
(1 Cor. 3. 12), or the jewels of Mai. 3 : 17. 

When this city " shines'' the nations will walk in 
the light of it. Xow they are blest by the feeble 
light of the church •, then they will walk in the per- 
fect light which will shine from her. (Rev. 21 : 24 ) 
There flows a river — from under the throne — "'a riv- 
er of the water of life." Xot the ordinary kind of 
water. JSTo, this is "water of iife," the kincl the Lord 
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promised to give us^ and which lie does give now to 
every one be.^otten. ll shall be in you a well of wa- 
ter." This kintl of water would not flow in a nat- 
ural river bed, but this same sort is here brought to 
our view as flowing a broad, dct-p, mighty river. Ko 
longer the little well, no lunger louflned'to the few', 
the " little flock," but*- whosoever tvill" raaj' jartake 
of it freely. There the fcipirit and the Bride will sny 
come, nnd he that heareth will s=ay come. It will be 
free to all. But, noiice whtn,'!t is in the new 
heavens and new earth, (Uev. 21 : 1)-— in the next 
dispensation. The thurth is not the Bride now, but 
a chiistc Virgin. U hen she is niairied — united — she 
will be the Bride, and thou it is that she says cume 
to whosoever will 

Oh, can we n;'>t pray from the depths of ourhearts, 
come, Lord Jesus ! come quickly I Shall wc not, 
since we and all creation wait for it, rejoice at the 
sound of the IJrideirroom's voice, as lie nears our 
dwellinjp' ? We do" rejoice find lift «p our heads, 
knowing that our redemption drawcth nigh. 

This is a glorious prospect for both the church and 
the world. But how about those w^ho died, not hiiv- 
in^ heard the name of Jesus, who did not enjoy the 
privileges of light ? Must these all suffer the lo#s of 
eternal life and happiness with not even an o| poitun- 
ity to lay hold on it Y Must they all go to lusll, sim- 
ply because they lived before Go'd's plan had so far 
developed as to embrace them ? Or, shall we go to 
the other extreme and say^ God will save all those 
who have never had light and truth V Jf this be 
true^ we have made a great mistake iu sending mis^ 
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ftionanes with this light to the heathen. We know- 
that when it is presented to them they do not all re- 
ceive It and become christians, and If in ignorance 
they would all be saved j we not only do them a posi- 
tive injury but waste numbei-s of valuable lives and 
millions of money. And further, if God can consist- 
ently give tliese eternal life without a tnal^ or ]iroba- 
tion, why did He not jjive ua all as good a lot, and 
save us all withoi^t our cominj^ into the pre.*ent pro- 
batlon:iry condition ; or why did He uat kindly leave 
us all in the dark, and thus save all ii' 

Neither of these lines of human reagouing will 
&tan«V the test. We must see what God's plan-book, 
the Bible, has to say on the subject. But first let us 
take a glance backward, atid see about what ])ropor- 
tion of our fellow trenturcs have a pergonal iuterest 
in the matter. We have seen that during tlie tirst 
2100 years only a few Patriarchs were chosen. This 
bring"? us down to the time that the nation of Israel 
becnnie God's ropreseniatives, at the death of Jacob, 
the last patriarch. Of nil others Paul declare'*. ^ -death 
reisfued from Adam till Muses,"— or, until the Law, 
yrhich was given to but one people ; and of these 
only a very few were j»avcd; only those who could rise 
above the' type and discern the antitype. The value 
of the Ijaw'iu saving men may be gathered from 
St. Paul's teachings. He ,says — " that no man is 
justified by the Law is cviLlent." (Gal. 3 : li.) ''By 
the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justitietl 
in His [God's] sight" (Uom. 'J : 20.) -For if 
righteousue^'s come by the Law, then Christ is dead 
in .vain." (Kom. 2 :'21.) "If the Law given could 
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have given life, verily righteousness should have 
been by the Ln>v." (Koin. 3 : 21,) "For the Law 
made nothing perfect." (Heb. 7 : 19.) '* Where- 
fore then serveth the Law ? It was added because 
of transgressions, till the fi^cccZ should come, to whom 
the promise was made.'^ (Gal. 3 : 19.) That is, the 
seed of Abraham not the fleshly descendants^ for 
says Paul, " the children of the flesh, these are not 
the children of God : hut the children of the promise 
are counted for the seed." (Rom. 9 : 8.) Chil- 
dren of faith, Christ, and the church. (Gal. 3 : 29.) 

Thus we learn that nearly all of the '' little Hock" 
is being gathered during the gospel age. To-day, 
about one individual in tive knows that Christ Jesus 
died for him. Until the present century, and during 
the dark ages, probably one in forty knew it. A fair 
calculation of the numbers who have never heard 
the Go-?i el, from Creation to the present time, wonld 
he about 120,000,000,000 souls. 

Whether we can understand God's dealings or not 
we may rest .assured, " the God of all the earth will 
do right." But we are anxious to have the matter 
cleared up, if it can be, from God's "Word. For, 
unquestionably, the facts alteady obtained from 
the Bible appear to clash directly with some of the 
plainest statements of Scripture. For instance, we 
read of Jesus, this is the true light that lighteth everj/ 
man that couicth into the world." How shall we 
understand such a statement ? Thousands of mil- 
Itons have not even heard of Ilim. Are we certain 
that hearing of Christ i« essential ? >lay they not 
ti« saved by living up to the light of nature ? It is 
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certain that they must hear of Christ before salva- 
tion, for, says Paul, " How shall they believe on Uim 
of whom they have not heard V* 

The conditions of salvation are ^^Believe in the Lord 
Jeans Christ and thou shuU be saved." Again, 
** there is no other name given under heaven or 
among men, whereby we muat be saved." 3Iust ; if 
saved at all, it mu&t oe in Him. If they could even 
do hy nature mcin3' things contained in the Law, we 
have seen that *' the Law could not give life ;" "for 
by the deeds of the Law shall no man be justified." 
Again we read, *' ^esus Christ, by the grace of God, 
tasted death for every man." But if they never hear 
of it, and are never benefited by it, how can it be 
said to be "/^r every man ?" Again, " There is one 
God and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus : who gave Himself a ransom for 
all ; to be testified in due time." 

Ah ! here we have it. God is a God of order. He 
has a " due time" for everything He does, and when 
His ** due time" comes, it will be testified to all men 
that " Christ died for the ungodly. " That true light 
shall yet lighten every man that ever came into the 
world. It certainly was not His plan to have it tes- 
tified to them in the ages past, else it would hav« 
been done. But it will be testided in due time. 

Now we see a meaning in the statement, " As in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive." I know that that these are texts used by 
Univcrsalists, (but I am not a Universalist), but 
shall we not use them simply because they do f No ; 
"all Scripture..,. is profitable." Thia la the time 
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" of restitution of all things," mentioned by Peter, 
(Acts 3 : 21) of which he says " God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world 
began. This is not for the church, but for the world. 
The church gets something far belter than a restitu- 
tion. The whole human family get back in the second 
Adam all they lost in the first Adam. They did not lose 
eternal life or a spiritual existence in the first Adam, 
for he was a probationer for these himself, and as a 
stream cannot rise higher than the fountain we could 
not lose more through his disobedience than he pos- 
sessed. There are two lives* — natural and eternal \ 
and two deaths, temporal and eternal. He lost nat- 
ural life and obtained tcmpoi-al death. Consequent- 
ly the restitution througli Christ would only give to 
the world natural life and a natural body, at their 
restitution, such as Lazarus and Jairus^ daughter had 
when brought to life again. Of the church— the 
dead in Christ, at His coming — alone it is said, 
" Sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body." All 
others rise fleshly, natural bodies and liable to die 
again. 

The Law contains no higher promise than that of 
natural life. " That thy days may be long upon the 
land ;" and no threatening more severe than tempo- 
ral death. They *' that disobeyed were to be stoned 
or thrust through with a dart." Eternal life or death 
are not mentioned in it. The Jews had an idea of a 
future life in Christ's day, but not from the law. The 

*We of course recognize the fact that in tbe Scriptures botb 
Ufa »nd Death are used metapborlcally. 
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heathen had an idea also without any revelation. — 
simply a guess. For '' Chiist brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel" (II Tim. 
1 : 10.) ' If he brought it to light, it was not brought 
V) light by Moses, 

We finS the matter clearly stated in Rom. 5 : 18, 

19 ; " as by the offense of one [Adam] judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; [death] even 
so, by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life ; for as by one 
man's [Adam's] disobedieuce mantf were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one [Christ] shall many 
be made righteous," (i. e., justified to life as above). 

They rise simply to have during tiie millennial age 
whatu-e have had during our lifetime, viz. : To hear 
of the love of God aud death of Jesus for them, 
and to have an opportunity to accept of H im. They 
will not all receive II im, for we read of " a great 
company beiug cast into the lake of fire, the second 
death ;" even at the eud of this miilonuialage (Rev. 

20 : 9), when they have had a knowk'tlge of the 
truth, which will then have been testitied to every 
man. 

Now we can understand I Tim. 9 : 10. "■ We trust 
in the living God, who is the Saviour of uU jnen^ es- 
pecialltj of those that belitve.^^ All men are to be 
saved from all they lost in Adam ; while those that 
believe — the church — have an especial salvation — the 
eternal. 

Not a second chance ; it cannot be another or a 
second ch:m,'e unless they have had one, and we 
have just found that so far the masses have had 
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none; no! "We advocate no secontl-chancc for any 
man, but refer to Heb. 6 : 4, 6, and 10 : 26, 28—11 
we sin wilfully, turn our backs upon God's salvation 
and the blood of the covenant, after we have receiv- 
ed the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more a sacrifice for such. Chiist died once for ail, 
and it will be testifted once^ but He will die a second 
time for no one. " He dieth no more." 

To the justice and mercy and love of this plan of 
God, when realized, we think the church and world 
can say ** Amen. True and righteous are thy judg- 
ments. Lord God Almighty." It makes a harmony 
out of the various, heretofore conflicting texts of 
scripture ; we can see, now, how and why eonie were 
chosen or elected in Christ; how and when God is 
no respecter of persons, and the grace for all who 
will receive it with ample place for all the scripture 
supposed to teach universal eternal salvation, and 
with it all, begin to see a depth and scope to God's 
plan we never before dreamed of. With Cowper we 
would say — 

'• Judge not the Lord by feeble sense. 

But trust Him for Elis crrace ; 
Behind a frownin? counteaance 

He bide:) a smiling face. 

** H{& purposes will ripen fast, 

UDfoldin<i^ every hour ; 
The bud may have a bfttor tnste. 

But sweet will be the flower." 

When will this grand, glorious age of restitution 
begin ? Peter says, at the coming of the Lord ; 
'' whom the heavens must receive until the times of 
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by 
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the mouth of all llis holy prophets sinc3 the wo rid 
began." (Acts 3 : 21 ) \Ve rerwl of the restoration 
of Isriel and other nntiontt in Jeremtab, Isninh, and 
the minor prophets : and also of the earth being re- 
storetl to E lenic beauty, when the wilderness shall 
blossom as the rose, &c. ; and the church, in <?enernl, 
believe in the restoration of a living reinniint of Is- 
rael to their own land and to God\s favor, but as a 
rule they have never thought of the .prophecy em- 
bracing the dead as well as ihe living, and other na- 
tions as well as Israel. But these things arc men- 
tioned in the same Bible. 

In E7.«?kiel 39 : 21-29, Gotl tells how He has cast 
off Israel into captivity for their sins ; and '-' there 
fell they all by the sword ;" (v. 23) but He promis- 
es to bring the whole house back into their own 
land. Tlien speaking of the gathering as accom- 
plished, [le says, '^ I have gathered them into their 
own land, and left none of them any more there" 
(v. 2S). They fell by the sword, died, and He 
brought thera all back agjiin into their own land. 

But Israel was a peculiarly favoretl people, says 
one. ^Ve remember Paul s^peaks of their restitution 
inR?>ra, 11 : 23 to end. (Reul carefully.) "They 
are beloved for tlie father's sakes ;" therefore, they 
are all concluded in unbelief that God may have 
mercy upon aW, and ihey are to " obtain [this] mercy 
through your [the church*:*] mercy." Perhaps this 
restitution refers only to this people : not to all na- 
tions. D.ivid says : ''' All nations which thou hast 
mfide shall come and worship before thee;" [Christ} 
Numbers of nations never yet worshipped, either 
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from love or fear. The Sodomites were such a na- 
tion. Let us consider their case next Surely ^ they 
were a sample of the ungodly ; there was no special 
favor of God ever manifested toward them as a peo- 
ple, neithei* was there any remnant of tlietn left, 
when God rained " fire and brimstone from heaven 
and desti'oyed them ally And yet, of tliesc Sodom- 
ites we read, (Exek. 16: 48 to G3) that Israel shall re- 
turn to her former estatetiX the sume time that S^odom 
and Samaria return to thei^ former estate (vs. 53 and 
55). In verses 49 and 50 we are told what Sodom's 
sin was ; and, says the Lord, '* I took tliem away as 
1 saw gnod." He saw <|^ood to take them away with- 
out their coming to a knowledge of Christ ; it was 
not due time for that to be testified ; but it will be in 
the future. God proposes to bring them back to 
their former estate ; what they lost by sin and death 
entering the world throngh the tirst Adam is to be re- 
stored in the second, and they will have the same op- 
portunity th:it he had, and better, in that the old 
serpent, the devil, Satan will be bound [or evil re- 
strained] that he may deceive the nations no more 
until the thousand years are expired. But some one, 
not yet satisfied, says,perhap^ God is speaking ironi- 
cally, and means that he would as soon liiink of 
bringing Sodom and Samaria back as Israel. Friend, 
read caiefully vs. 60-63, and you will po longer 
think so ; remember also that Sodom had been de- 
stroyed nearly a thousand years before thb prophecy- 
was inadc. 

This helps us to understand — ^* God is His own in- 
terpretei:" — what Jesus meant when He said it would 
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be more tolerable for Sodom in the dav of judgment 
than for the Jews whom He addres.«e<! ; He declares 
that if the same mighty -n-orks had been done in 
Sodom, she would have'repented long u^o. Well, 
Lord, •why were such might)' works not done there, 
so that they had repented"? It was not their due 
time; they were not on trial. In (their day of trial, 
when they are on probation for eternal life) their 
" day of jud.^ment" (not n 24-hour day, but the mil- 
lennial or judiyment age) they will fare better thjtn 
the Jews — have fewer stripes. "It will be more 
tolerable for Sodom in the day of judgment than 
for you." 

All must be judged or tried » and •' judgment must 
begin at the house of God" — the church. It did. 
Christ, the head, was tried in all points, yet without 
sin. We, the members of that house, are now on 
trial. We will not come into the judgniciit — or trial 
with the woild. " We shall not come into condem- 
nation, (judgment — Kris!;?) but are passed from death 
unto life ;" because of faith we are covet-ed by 
Christ's righteousness ; because of the blood of 
Christ, our Paschal Lamb, sprinkled on our hearts 
and having thit Lamb in us, we, the Jirst bitrrtj are 
passtd over. 

But after the House, all the world will come into 
trial for li/e (judgment, Krisis). Those who accept 
of God's conditions will l>e delivered from tlie bond- 
age of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God, (Uom. 8: '21) ; those who will "not have 
the gift of God must die the second, tlie eteinal 
death. 
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When the world is on trial "we shall be the judges; 
for, " know ye not that the saints shall judge the 
world ?" It is here that the parable or the sheep 
and goats is laid, when the son of man shall sit on 
the throne of His glory. It is durinar the millcnninl age 
that He does sit on the throne of His glory ; and the 
overcomers sit with Him in the throne. IVtcn before 
Him are gathered all nations, and the sheep will be 
separated from the goats ; they do not stand in rows 
nor all at once any more than the church has while 
she has been on trial ; the separating being a gradu- 
al work dependent upon their acceptance or rejection 
of God^s grace nnd truth. The things of their past 
lives for whic:h ihey must answer being inasmuch as 
ye have or have not done unto " the least of these 
my brethren*' (tlic church seated in the throne). 

We coucludo, then, that it was necessary that evil 
should enter the world, so thnt by contact with it 
and its results— misery and death — we might forever 
know good from evil. In no other waj', perhaps, 
could God so fully make known to His creatures His 
various attributes — justice, mercy, love. etc. 

In the age which ended with tlie flood, God meas- 
urably left mankind to themselves,without law or con- 
trol. In the results — degeneraiT and corruption, 
demonstrating to us, that unassisted our tendency is 
downward. During the Jewish age, the law was 
given — not to give life, ** For the La%v could notglve 
life'' but to show them and us how far short we come 
of perfection, even at our best ; that so we might 
realize the necesssity of salvation as a " gift of God" 
which we could not merit by the works of the Law. 
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It was given " because of transgression until the 
SEED should come" (Gal. 3 : 19 and 29). It was 
simply a system of types, etc., " a shadow of good 
things to 'come" — ^the gospel,-— and served as " a 
schoolmaster to [educate] bring us to Christ," in 
■whom alone we can receive eternal life. This brings 
us to the Gospel Age, when although the scope of 
the Law — in spirit, is broader, deeper and more com- 
prehensive than the letter, yet we can be justified 
through faith ; " For what the Law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His 
own son in the likeness of sinful tiesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh ; that tlie righteousness 
of the Law misjht be fultilled in us who walk not 
after the desh, but after the spirit" (Rora. 8 : 34.) 
All these various parts of God's great plan we 
find working in harmony with each other, and with 
His own nature. In no other way could our minds rec- 
ognize the justice of God in utterly destroying many 
nations before Israel— men, women and children— 
except that He " slew great kings, for His mercy 
endureth forever." ** He overthrew Pharaoh and 
his host, for His mercy endureth forever." Yes, the 
fact that" His mercy endureth forever" explains all 
this ; and it is twenty -six times repeated in this 136th 
Psalm. Now we can realize more fully than 
ever before, His wondrous love ; and as we kneel 
alone beft)re Hiia we can feet that He is worthy of all 
homage and worship, for not only '■• God is Love^* and 
" His mercy endureth forever," but when our sub- 
stitute tasted death for all, ** lie is juat to forgive.'? 
Our feelings are well expressed by tit. Paul, when writ- 
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ing on the same subject (Bora. 11 : 33) — ^" O, the 
depth of the riches boih of the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God ; how uu.^carchable are His judgments 
ana His ways past findinj| out 1 Por who hath 
known the mind of the Lord '?" 

Truly the plan of God does show us the object of 
our Lord's return. He comes to organize the one 
seed by which Satan is to be bruised— evil restrained 
and ia which " all the kindreds of the earth shall be 
blessed." 

He comes to glorify or set up His kingdom— the 
church — that as we have " suffered with Him we 
may also reign with Uira." ** That the saints of the 
Most High may take the kingdom under the whole 
heavens and possess it forever." In taking posses- 
sion, it *^ consumes and breaks in pieces all these 
kingdoms [not the people but the governments] and 
it shall stand forever.** "Wait ye upon me, saiLh the 
Lord, for my determination is to gather the nations 
that I may assemble the kingdoms to pour upon tliem 
mine indignation, even all my herce anger, for the 
whole eartk shall he devouna with the fire of my 
jealousy. For then will I turn to the people a pure 
language that they may all call upon the name of 
the Lord to serve Him with one consent" (Zeph. 
3 \ 8). This chastisement of the world is not be- 
cause God takes pleasure in human suifering, for 
" He doth not willingly afflict the children of men," 
but for their good ; and it is gratifying to learn 
that *^ when the judgments of the Lord are abroad 
in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness.*' When He hath made wars to 
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cease unto the ends of the earth, bv the desolations 
which lie hath made. (Ps. i^i : 8,"" 10). When He 
has established His kingdom ; then -'■ peace shall 
flourish." '• Xation shall uot lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more." Xow 
"The devil is the prince of this '.vorld," Jesus said, 
" My kingdom is not of this world," but when " He 
shall take unto Him His great poner and reign."' 
when " the kingdom is the Lord's and He w thi 
Governor mnontj the nations ; [then, and not till then] 
all the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of thu nations 
shall worship Him." 

He comes now as " the desire of all nations." At 
the first advent there was no beauty in ilim tha.t 
they should desire Him. 

He comes to bring about the great restitution 
■which was so beautifully represented and .shadowed 
forth under the Law iii"the year of Jui)ilee," in 
which every man was restored 'to all His possessions, 
and to personal liberty. (Lev. 2o : I'i.) The mil- 
lennial reign is the great autityiiical jubilee, (the 
substance which cast the .«h:idov\- in the Law) in 
which every man will have rejitored to liini in the 
second Adam jtist what he lost in the first Adam, 
and have an opportunity to know God and lo learn of 
that only name by which they can l>e savvd— Jesus ; 
who tasted dealhtor every man, to be testiiied in due 
time. Then the wiUlerues'S and the solitary place 
shall be glad, the de:?ert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose, the glory of Lebanon ^hall be given unte 
it, they shall sec the glory of the Lord ;md the ex- 
cellency of our God. (Isaiah 35 : 1,2.) 
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Kow we all suffer from the sin of Adam, and the er- 
rors of our ancestors, even the innocent babe of an 
hour old, but '' In thosd they shall say no more, the 
fathers have eaten a sour grape and the children's 
teeth are set on edge ; hut every one shall die for 
his own iniquity ; every man that eateth the sour 
grape, his tcetli shall be set on edije.'* ** The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die." (Jer. 3i : 29; 30 ; Ezeb. 
IS : 3.) 

Shall we not, then, take up the strain which em- 

Eloyed the apostles and prophets of old ! Will the 
ope of the corning of the Bridegroom, which in- 
spired with zeal ihe early trhurch, not now energize 
us to strive for the prize of our high calling which is 
of God, in Christ Jesus? Verily fie that hath this 
hope in him puiitieth himself. ^I John 3:3) 

Lift up your heada, despondina: Pilfi^rtnis, 
Give to the wiorl? yuur needless fears ; 

He, wbo halh died ou Calvary's mouotaiu, 
Soon 13 to reijjQ a tbou3;iud years. 

Tell the whole world these blessed tidiugs. 
Speak of the time of rest that's sear ; 

Tell the oppressed of every natioa, 
Jubilee Usts a thousand years. 

What if the clouds do for a moment, 
liide the blue sky where mora appears ; 

S(K>n the glad sun of promise p:ivea, 
Rises to shine a thousand years. 

A thousand years earth's cominc; jjlory, 

'Tis the K'aJ day so long foretold ; 
'Tis the bripht morn of Zioo's glory, 

Prophet6 foresaw in times of old. 
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CHAPTER ir. 

THE MANNER OF CHRIST'S SECONFD COMING. 

Ilaving considered the object of our Lord*3 re- 
turn, tlie matiner in which He will come becomes to 
all " who bve Uis nppearing'* one of g^reat interest, 
and invite? your attention. The reader vvill please 
bear in nuiul that the subject is here treateil abstract- 
ly, without the le:ist reference to the lime of the 
event, whether it be nigh, even at the door, or tiiou- 
Bands of years future ; and furiher, that the^e pnges 
were not written for the world, but fwr*" tiie liouise- 
hold of fidth'* for those who accept tlie liible as 
God's word, and " who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised.'' (lleb. 5 : 14.) Experience has 
proven what {Scripture so plainly declares, viz. : that 
** the natural matt receiveih not the things of the 
spirit of CJod ;" he am undei-stand the luguments 
but ** th.ey are fooli^huess uuto him. Neither can he 
know tlicui I ecause they are spiritually discerueU." 
(I Cor. 2 : 14 ) 

In order tluit we may have a good foundation, and 
as a ba.si» for furiher investigation, we will tirst en- 
quire, what is a spiritual botJy ? — what powere are 
tnelrs, and by wiiat lavvs are tliey governed V We 
xure here uici by the objections — we ixave no right to 
pry into the hidden ihiusjrsof God ; and, ** Eye hath 
not seen, car heard, neither have entered into the 
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heart of man, the thin<rs which Ood hath prepared 
for those that love him J" To both of these proposi- 
tions we assent, but believe we cannot find out by 
studying God's word — and our investigation wiU be 
confined to it— what He has not revealed. The 
above quotation of scripture, (I Cor. 2: 8) re- 
fers to the natural or carnal maa, and by reading 
it, in connection with the three verses following it, 
the objection vanishes ; for, says the apostle, " God 
hath revealed them unto us by His spirit,'^ which 
was given to us that " we might knmo the things free- 
It given unfco us of God f and in the last clause of 
vs!'l3, he gives us the rule by which we may know, 
viz. : *•• Comparing spiritual things witlx sp'iritual." 
We are veiy apt to invert this rule and compare spir- 
itual thin<T3 with natural, and tiius get darkness in- 
stead of light Let us now use the apostle's rule. 

There is a spiritual body as well as a natural bod^; 
an heavenly as well as an earthly body ; a celestial 
as well iws a terrestrial. Thevare distinct and sepa- 
rate. <I Cor. 15 : 38-49.) We know what the flesh- 
ly— natural body is, for we now have such u one ; it 
is fiesh, blood and bones ; for '* that which is born 
of the tlesh is flesh," and as there are two kinds of 
bodies, we know that the spidtual is not coiuposed 
of flesh .'blood and bones, whatever it is made of. It 
is a spiritual body, and " that which is boru of the 
spirit is spirit." But as to what material a spiritual 
body is made of, we know not, for it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be j but we shall be like Him.' 
[Christ] 

Angels are spiritual bodies. Christ was raised 

3 
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from the dead a spiritual body ; this was His second 
birth. Firs*;, born of the flesh a fleslily body— for, 
** as the children are partakers of tieah and blood, 
He also himself likewise took part of the same." 
(Heb. 2 : li) He was " Put to death in the tlesh 
but quickened [made alive] bj' the Spirit." He was 
raised a spiritual body. Thi's resurrection was His 
second birth. He wai> the " first born* from the 
dead," " the tlvat-horn anion? niany brethren." The 
church are those brethren and will have a second 
birth of the same kind as His, v\z, : to spiritual bod- 
ies by the resurrection, when we shall arhe in His 
likeness— being made '' Like unto Christ's glorious 
hody.^^ But, this second birthf must be preceded 
by a begettinw of the spirit— conversion— just aa 
Burely as a birth of the flesh is preceded by a beget- 
ting of the flesh. Begotten of the tlesh — born of 
the flesh— in the likeness of the first Adam, the 
earthy ; begotten of the spirit — ia the resurrection 
born of the spirit into the likeness of the heavenly, 
the second Adam. " As we have borne the image 
of the earthly we shall also hear the image of the 

•The first T.itsed a splrltunl body, L.izarus and others 
Arose, n:Uur»i, tle.'jhly borljo* »inl vlied wiiaiu- The next to 
be misted spiritual bodied ure "Thuy that ure ChriJit's at tlis 
comUiy." 

* fThe words tr.insl.^ted bufrottcn.bf/fat and fron^in otir En<;l)sh 
Bibles, are «U ri'presenteil liy the yiie wurd In the iirevk, 
Ce»i*ro ; ci>nse«|tieijtly we must jiid^^e as to which is the 
pruper word, by tliot^onnoiitioii in wliich we find it. "Now 
are we the Sousof «iod t" althoui-h tu>t yet born, we are hc- 

§uttensoaH ; so iu the nuUirut the embryo Is a son before 
Irth. 
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heavenly." All ■vvho are bc<jottea of the spirit are in 
a sort ot embryo condition waiting for tlic birth. The 
head [Chii.^it] has been bom ; we are waitina: for the 
adoption, to wit : tlie redemption of tke body ; and, 
" the whole creation groans and travails in pain,- ' 
waiting for the birth of the church of the jiyst-horn. 
We hope, then, I>y cxniuioing factfvrecordcd of angels. 
and of Christ after ilis resurrection to giin general 
inforniation with n*gard to spiritual bodies ; thus 
" comi)aring spiritual things with gj)iritual." 

First, angels can be, and frequentl}' are, present, 
yet invisible ; for, •* the angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth round about them that are His and delivereth 
them ;" and *' arc ihcy not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation V" (Ileb. 1: 14.) Are you an heir of 
salvation? Then, doubtless, they have ministei'd to 
you ; h:ive they nuiii::itcred visibly or inviisibly ? un- 
doubtedly the initer. EUsha is surrounded by a host 
of Assyrians, his servant is fearful ; EU>ha pVavcd to 
the Lord ;md the young man's eyes were opened and 
he saw the m.m'ntaius round about Elisha full of 
chariots of fire and horsemen of fire [or like fire]. 
The L«>rd also when raided a spiritual body was jjres- 
tnt but unseen for thirty-three days and forty nights 
(only appe.'iring seven times to ilis dis;.iple5). 

Second, A iii^els c/tu and have appealed as men. 
The Lord and two ani;e!s appeared to Abi-ah:im, %vho 
had a supper prepared for them, of winch tliev ate. 
At first, Abniham supposed them to be '' three men " 
and it was not unli! they were about to go tliat ho 
discovered one of tbeuk to be the Lord, and the other 
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two angels, who afterward went down to Sodom and 
delivered Lot (Gen. 18 : 1.) An angel appeared 
to Gideon as a man, but afterward made himself 
known. An angel appeared to Samson's mother and 
father ; they thought him a man until He ascended 
up to heaven in the tlame of the altar. (Judges 13 : 
20.) • The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a 
flame of fire : and, " behold the bush burned, yet 
was it not consumed." The angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to the children of Israel in the wilderness as 
a cloud hx day and a pillar of tire by night (Exo- 
•dus 13 : 5l and 14: 19.) And doubtless nxany simi- 
lar cases will recur to the mind of the reader. In 
some of these cases given, they appeared as men; 
but " the Lord is not a manf" neither are angels 
tnen. 

Third, spiritual bodies are glorious in their normal 
condition ; frequenclv spoken of as glorious and 
bright. The countenance of the angel who rolled 
away the stone from the sepulchre " was as the light- 
ming." Daniel saw a glorious spiritual body wliose 
eyes were as lamps of tire, his countenance as the 
lightning, his arms and feet like in color to polished 
•brass, his voice as the voice of a multitude ; before 
shim Daniel fell as a dead man. (Daniel 10 : 6.) 
John, on the isle of Patmos, saw Christ's glorious 
fcody, (Rev. 1 : 14) and describes the appearance in 
.almost the same language — His voice was as the 
sound of many waters, ills eyes as latnps of fire, 
flis feet like tine brass as it burns in a furnace, (so 
bright that you can scarcely look at it), John falls at 
His feet as dead ; but He said to Him fear not ; I 
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am He that was dead ; behold I am alive forever- 
more. Saul of Tarsus saw Christ*s glorious body. 
It shone above the brightness of the sun at noonday. 
Saul lost his sight and fell to the ground, &c. 

We have thiis far found spiritual bodies truly glo- 
rious ; yet, without a miracle, cither the opening of 
our eyes to see them, or their appearins: in t/te ilesh 
as men, they are invisible. This conclusion is further 
confirmed when we exainiae the more minute de- 
tails connected with these manifestations. The Lord 
was seen of Saul alone,*' they that jouraeyed with 
him.... seeing no man." (Acta 9; 7.) The men 
that were with Daniel did not see the glorious being 
he describes, but a great fear " fell on them and they 
ran and hid themselves." Again, this same glorious 
bein^ declares : (Daniel 10 : 13) " The prince of 
Persia withstood rae one and twenty days." " Dan- 
iel, the man greatly beloved" of the Lord, falls as 
dead before this one whom Persia's prince with- 
stands one and twenty days I How is this ? Surely, 
He did not appear iu glory to the prince ; no ; either 
He was invisibly present 'with him, or else He ap- 
peared as a man. 

But Christ is also a spiritual body since His resur- 
rection. During the forty days of His presence be- 
fore ascension, He appeared some seven or eight 
times to His desciples ; where was He the remain- 
der of the time ? Present, but invisible. Notice 
also, that in each instance He is &aid to have aiypear- 
ed, or fie showed Himself^ language never used of 
Him before His change from a natural to a spiritual 
body; now as angels He appeared, ^ot only so, but He 
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appeared in diflfereat bodie** : as the gjirdener to Mary; 
" after th.it. He appeared in another foiim, to two of 
them as they \yent into the country.*' (Mark 16; 12.) 
Afterwards fie appeared in a body, either the same 
or like the one crucified, having' the marks of the 
spear and the nails. " He came and stood in their 
midst, tlie doors being shut.^* On these various occa- 
sions Ua oppearedj talked witli them, then vanished 
out of their sight as the wind ; they could not tell 
whence He came nor whither He went. *' So is ev- 
ery one that is born of the spirit." When we are 
born of the spirit, (at the resurrection) we can do so 
also. All spiritual beinirs exhibit this same power. 
But ,Tc5U5 snid : "handle mo ; for a spirit Ipneuma'] 
hath not, if i:sh and bones, as ye see me have" and He 
ate with them. True : I believe it. So did the an- 

fela [rjncumci] (Heb. 1 : 7), appear asryien in /<?.-?/i and 
ones ; lliey ate also ; their spiritual badie^ did not 
eat, nor were they tlesh and bones, but the body in 
which they nppcdred was rlesh, and it ate. The dis- 
ciples did not >'ee Chri'«t's glorious spiritual body; but 
as He ('I'peared in a tieslil/body. St. Paul teaches 
us distinctly th:it (Jhri^t was raised from the dead a 
life-giving .^.pirit, [j>ne«)}ia. the same word used by 
our Lord.] (I Our. 15 : 44, 4-1) But where did He 
get the various bodies in which He appearc<i ? i 
cannot miswer you ; but I believe, and you do also, 
other liiiuis which we cannot understand. I cannot 
understand hoio that grain of who:it grows. Vet I 
know it does. I know nf.>t fioiv Christ turned the wa- 
ter into wine, or heaUMl the sick, or raised the dead. 
Yet I believe that He did these things. Can vou 
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tell me where He jrot the clothes lie wore after Hia 
resurrection? " They parted His raiment anion ar 
them, and for His vesture they cast lots" — the old 
were <jone, and the linen cloths lay m the sepulchre. la 
it more ditlicult for spiritual bcinjys*, with their pow- 
ers, to create a covering of flesh than a coverinjj oi 
cloth ? No ; the same power can and did do both 

Thus we have found Christ^s spiritual body liive 
those of angels ; glorious, yet invisible to mortals, 
with power to manifest the glory, or appear as a mnn 
or in any form He may choose- * In the resurrection 
we shall be like the nngels ; and *' like unto Christ's 
glorious body." We shall be like Him ; for, [not 
Hil then] we shall see Ilim as He is," <or thoujih we 
have known Christ after the fesh^ yet now hence- 
forth know we Him no more." [a'fter the flesh.] 
(H Cor. 5 : 16.) Such a spiritual being was Christ, 
at the time of His ascension, and with what we have 
learned of the powers of that spiritual body, we are 
now, we hope, prepared to enquire : 

" HOW WILL HE COME AQAIN ?" 

Briefly stited, wc believe the scriptures to 
teach, that, at His coming and for a time after He 
has come, He will remain invisible ; afterward mani- 
festing or showing Himself in judgments and vari- 
ous forms, so that " every eye shall see Him.'** 

*T|jlsi soriptnre does not necessarily te.-w-h th.it every eye 
wilt SKi> Him at the same mnuwiit. <\. similar sttitomentift ma4o 
of tlio Ilesurreetion. " Ail that arc in tiioir graves hear t'lo 
vtiiie of the Son of Man an<l eom« foctli.'' Taken by Uself 
tills seeius to teach of tlie resurrection a(L at once. Vet we 
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" Every eye shall see Him" as Re irill appear ; 
but " without holiness no man shall see the Lord " as 
He is. '' We skall see Ilira as He is. for we shall be 
Uke Jlivi.'' 

SO^IE OF THE SCKIPTURE PROOF. 

" Beliold, I come as a thiet "" is the way He fre- 
quently spoke of His coming to His disciples. He 
comes '* as a thief" for the church — the waiting 
virgins ; both " they that sleep in Jesus"— the tii-st 
resurrection — and **"wey who are alive and remain," 
*' shall l)e caught up io meet the Lord in the air; so 
shall wo ever be with the Lord." 

" Forever with the Lord, 
Amen, so let it be ; 
life Xrora the dead is io that word, 
TIs Immortality." 

** In that day two shall be in the mill, two in the 
field, two in bed ; one be taken and the other left" — 
like Enoch, who " was not, for the Lord took him." 
The world will go on with its affairs, unconscious of 
the great changes of dispensation. But will they 
not miss the church ? So many? Nay, b\it so few 
of the church. It is only ike overcomers that sit on 
the (hfone. It is but a " tittle Jlock to whom it is the 

learn that" Blessed and holy are all they that have part in 
thejirft T^awxTtction." Soall shall be cojinlzaiitol Hi.t pres- 
enee thoiisrh not all at the same mouiear. " He wUI l»e re- 
vealed in liaming Are takin<; vengeance:" whether this re- 
fers to the " tire of His Je-alonsy— wrath— by which the whole 
«arth Is to be devoured," {'/.cyh. 1 : IS & 3: 8) or an appearina 
in a visible flange as the aniiet appeared to Moses la the busia, 
is uot clear. We focllne to the tortuer. 
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Father's pleasure to give the Kingdom." These pre 
" the Temple ;" these " I he Bride ;" "these follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth ;" *♦ these are re- 
deemed from among men, and are a first fruit unto 
God and the I-Amb." (Uev. 14 : 6.) Tlicse h?ve 
obeyed the Master's injunction : " Take heed^ least 
vour hearts be overcliargcd with the cares of this 
life, and so that day coine upon you unawares ; for 
as a snare shall it come upon all tltem [who are 
over-chara:ed] that dwell upon tlie face of the whole 
earth." (Luke 21 : 35.) These are '-^accmmttd 
worthy to escape all these things ("the day of wrath 
on the world;" " the lime of trouble such as was not 
since there was a nation")— They " stand before the 
son of mau." But there are numbei-s of over- 
charged christians who will not be counted worthy 
to escape (caught up to meet liim) ; servants, but 
not overcoming servants ; not hypocrites, but *'they 
shall have their portion with the hypocrites." They 
did not build " Avith gold, silver, precious stones," 
and do not Iiave the abundant entmnce ; but they 
built i]pon the rock and *•*• themselves shaU be saved, 
as by fire." Many will be purified of their droits in 
that fire. ** When the judgments of the Lord are 
abroad in the earth, the iuKabitants of tiie world will 
learn righteousness." 

These, doubtless, constitute a part of the "great 
company that no man could number," who " come 
up out of [efc, after] sfreat tribulation." This count- 
less company is not the " little flock," " the temple," 
uor do they " sit in the throne," but these '^ serve 
Gdd in His temple/' and are around the throne ; 
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these ** washed their robes," (Kev, 7 : 9-17) while 
the ** little flock" have ic/i/te rohts (/ranted or jxivcn 
to them, Christ's rigliteousness. (Kev. 19 : 8.) No ; 
the *' little flock,'' — the bride, — is a very select 
company. There will be so few taken from the 
present generatUm that they will not be iwich missed, 
Ti-ue, the foolish vii^ms will miss them ; (virgins, 
undefiledt but not wise); tliey will recognize" the 
fact that the other* have gone into the marrisiire, when 
they say •'Lord, Lord, ojien unto us." But Christ has 
hat one bride; the door to that marriairc is forever 
closed. Christian brethren will know, but the tcorld 
will not believe in translation ; and in the time of 
trouble which follows the taking away of tliu " salt 
of the earth," newspaper reportere will hn%e little 
difficulty in aecotjnting plausibly for their disAppear- 
anco ; for'' not many great, wise, rich, or miprhty, 
hnth God chosen, but the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, keii's of the kirtrjdom.^* 

The secouu advent, like the first, covers a period 
of timo, and is not tlie event of a moment. The first 
last*-d noarly thiity-fonr y^ars ; and the events 
connected with it — His birth, bnpiism, sorrow 
death, resurrection, etc., as mentioned by the 
prophets, all took place at the first advent. The sec- 
ond advent, as we have seen, lasts much lon^-^er. It 
includes the millennial reign, and prophe<'y covers 
all the prominent features of that rci!;n. He comes 
to reign— must rcii^n until He l>as put down till ene- 
mies "; the List being death. (I Cor. 15 : 25.) 

In the a|>plication of prophecy to the events of the 
first advent, we recognize order. Christ must be the 
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** child born and son given" before " the man of sor- 
rows and acquainted Villi srief." He must die be- 
fore He could rise from the dead, etc- So also in 
gtudying prophecy referring to the second advent we 
must recognize order ; we must judge of the order 
soraewhat'by the character of the event. As the 
wife 18 the (/lory of the husband, so the Bride is the 
glory of Christ, for " we are called to eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus ;" and are to be *'part:»kers of 
Of the glory that s])rtll be revealed," (I Pet. 5: 1-10.) 
and as "the glory shall be reveakd in vs" (Rom. 8: 
IS.) We know that Christ could not come in the 
glory of his kingdom [church] until he has first 
gathered it from the world, and in hannony with 
this thought we read — "When He shall appenr, v:e 
rIso shall o.jwcar irith Him in glory." (Col. 3 : 4.) 

The prophets foretold the "sufferings of Christ 
rht;ad am] body] and the glory that should follow. 
If the sufferings vetQ oCt\\e whok hody^ so is the 
glory we suffer with him that we may be also '^tjlori- 
Jied together." (Rom. 8 : 17.) '* Enoch prnphe.sied 
saying — the Lord comcrh with ten thousands of his 
saints." [jir. hrifjioa^ never transilated angel.] (Judo. 
14 ) Ag;nn, (Zach. 14 : -5,) we read—*- the Lord my 
God shall L'ome and <0l thy saints with thee." Thus 
we learn that when He appears in glory we are with 
Him, and of course we must be caiight to meet llini 
before we could appear with Him. 

We have further evidence to olTer, proving 
that He comes unknown to the world ; but will at- 
tcmpt to answer two supposed objections hrst ; viz.: 
" This same Jesus shall so come in like manner as 
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ye have teen Him pro into heaven," (Acta 1: 11.) and 
** The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shouts with the voice of the arch-angol and the 
trump of God ; And the dead in Christ shall rise." 

gThes. 4 : 16 ) These texts are supposed to teach 
at Christ will come visible to every eye, while the 
air is rent with the blast of the arch-aiigel'a trump- 
et ; at which, mid reeling tombstones and opening 
f raves the dead will be resurrected. It certainly 
as that appearance on the surface^ and doubtless 
was intenaed to be so understood until due^ [so 
also at the first advent] but look at it again ; would 
that be coming in lUce manner as they saw Him 
go? He did not go with the sounding of a trumpet 
and outward demonstration. It does not say yau 
shall see Him coming, nor that any one would see, 
but-— He shall so come. For in.ntance, the Prince Im- 
perial of the Prench visits Paris under di'^guise as a 
civilian ; aa he leaves Paris his servant says to you, 

{)rivately, " this same Prince shall so come again in 
Ike manner as you have seen him go from Paris." 
Whether you or any one will see him is not men- 
tioned, simply the manner in which he will return. 
Tou would understand the ser%'ant doubtless to mean 
that the Prince would come back privately. If he 
should return in all the glory of the French £mpi»K, 
bands playing, trunipets sounding and cannon roar- 
ing, with tht.usnnds of soldiers in attendance, you 
would say that his servant had either ignorautly or 
wilfully misinformed you. Our Prince left the glory 
which he had with the Father, made himself of no 
reputation, took upon Him the form of a servant, etc. 
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When He visited us He went away unglorified ; His 
servant, the angel, said—" He shall so come in like 
manner.''' When he arrives it ivill be privately. He 
comes to organize us, as his kingdom; to set us up. 
He conies to be gloiiiied in his saints in that day. 
(II Thes. 1 :10.) The world saw him not after His. 
ressurrection, they did not see him ascend. As He 
said, '*yec a little while smd the world seeth me no 
more," nor will they see him at the second ad^^ent 
until His church is gathered, for "when he shall ap- 
pear we also shall appear with him." What then 
does the tninipet mean? Let us see. We are to be 
rewanled "at the resurrection,*' we surely will not be 
rewarded twice nor resurrect^ twice. W e conclude, 
therefore, that the "Tnimp of God," (I Thes. 4: 16) 
and the "*' Last Trump," ( I Cor, 15 : 52, > an the 
Barae, differently expressed ; the same events are 
mentioned as occurring at each, viz. : tlie resurrec- 
tion and reward of the sainis, and for the. same rea- 
sons we believe the " Trump of God ** and " Last 
Trump" to be the " Seventh Trump" of Rev. II : 
15-18. Under it also the dead are judged and the 
prophets and saints rewarded. Therefore the " Sev- 
enth Trump" is the " Trump of God," and the 
'* Last ^rump." 

These trumpets evidently are the same, but what? 
The seventh angel saunded. A sound on the atr ? 
2fo, not any more than the six which preceded it 
They are each said to sound, and Sir Isaac 2fewton, 
Clarke, and all commentators of note agree that five 
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or *ix of these trumpets are in the pnst-* They 
have been fulfilled in events upon the Earth, each 
covering a period of time. They cortainly must all 
sound before the resurrection, for that is under the 
seventh. It is In the £?a^s (symbolic time, all the 
other features are symbolic years) of the sounding 
of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound 
[or fore ()ait] the mysteiy [Gospel Church] of God 
shall be finished. 

If the Seventh trump were to make a sound on 
the air, it would not only be out of harmony with 
the other six of the series, but also with all of God's 
past dealings with the children of men. That it cov- 
ers "the grent day ot His wrath," the time of judg- 
ments upon the kingUonw of the world nnd of the 
pouring out of the -'seven vials" of His wrath, the 
"time of trouble such as was not since theic was a 
nation" seems more than probable, for we are told 
in thp same sentence of the wrath of God coming 
on the nations. 

Each of these trumpets are sounded by an angcL 
t. «., the events nwjutioned are directed or coutroliea 
by an angel-, hence might well be saifl to be their 
voice. We know that signs speak, and that some- 
times events or •' actions, speak louder than wonU.^ 
Of the names of the angles directing the tir.st six of 
the series we know noihiug, but Paul seems to teach 

rrhe writer believes that we are now lu-iii« under the 
bouikUub of the A'eren^A, thut It hus lu-eu suuiidin^ for mors 
than ilility year*, uud cutititiucd tliirini,' the tiuie of trottbie, 
and until tlie Kiuifclum uf tUe LurU i» LIuivei-sul £,nipire. 



017R LORD^S KETXmK. 47 

that the Seventh is under the control of the arch' 
angel; and this seems to bring a connection bctu-eeo 
the time of wrath under the seventh tnunp, and the 
" time of trouble" of Ban. 13: 1^ under "Michac! ;" 
for Jude informs us that 3{ichael^ is the arch-anQel. 
Ver3e 2 connects this with the rosuiTeclion also. 

We see then, that the s^ounding of the tnnnpets, 
and so coming in like manner, do not couHivt but 
rather add force to the fact that He comes '* un< 
awares," "as a thief" and steals away from ilie world 
His treasure, His jewels;" remember too thiit tliis is 
Clirist the spiritual body, thut could wot be seen 
without a miracle, that was present yet unseen dur- 
ing thirty-three days after his resurrection. 

iiut will the world not see tlie saints whoa gath- 
ered ot gathering ? No: they are changed (in llic 
twinkling of an eye) from Katural to spiritual bod- 
ies, like unto Christ's gloritjus body, and will be as in- 
visible as He and angels. But th6."«c who arise from 
their graves V — ^o, they were sown (burietl) luiiural 
bodies*, thov are raised spiritual bodies — invisible. 
Won't ihe world see the grnves open and tumb- 
stoncs thrown down? A spiritual body (remem- 
ber we are comparing spiritual things with ^piriiual 
not natural) comiu<; out of the ^rave wilt not iwike 
any more of a hole in the ground than Christ's ^pi^- 
ttual body made in the door when " He came and 
stood in their mid^it, the doors being shut."^ 

*It should not be forcottcn that only tlie clmreh ate lalsvtl 
splrltuul bodies, uU oUiers, uuiui'al ll«ttltty budleit oa Lazar- 
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THE FBESENCE OT CHRIST BEFORE THE RAPTUEE 
OF THE CHURCH. 

Christ's pcrsoaal presence and ministry of three 
and a half years at the first advent, He terms — "T/ie 
harvests It was the harvesting of the Jewish or 
Lan' age. Christ was present as the clucf reaper. 
His disiiples as under-reapers ; their work was the 
gathering of wheat into the higher or Gospel dis- 
pensation ; — that harvest ceased at His death, and 
was the end of that age. Jesus said to flis disci- 
ples, " Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for 
they are white alreadj' to hanest." " I sent you to 
reap that whereon ye'bcstowed no labor, other men 
have labored [the prophets] and ye are entered into 
their labors" (John 4: SS.) That this work was not 
general, nor to the world we might presume from 
the fact that Hfr<;onfined His labors to Judea, but it 
is settled beyond doubt by the commission given to 
the disciples, viz: Go not into the way of the Gen- 
tiles and into any city of tlie Samaritans enter ye 
not: But go ve rather'to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, Ofatt 10: 5) for '-I am not sent save to 
the lost sheep of the house of Isniel," and the work 
to them did not ch-^sq until live days beforo His 
death, %vhen he rode on the ass into the city, wept 
over It, gave thera up and their home was left unto 
them desolate. Where God's favor toward them as a 
nation ceased, it bepm towatxl the world (Horn. 11: 
30) for "Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death 
for every man," and at'ter His resurrection He sends 
the disciples to "preach the Gospel to every na- 
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tioa." But it is no loojjer a harvest; the church 
does not reap but sows the seed. Paul plants, Ap- 
poUos waters, God gives increase, etc. IJut there is 
to be a harvest in the end of this age, as illustrated 
in the parable of the tares and wheat, and lanyht in 
the explanation of the same. Notice that both wheat 
and tares, are in the kingdom of heaven, — the church 
—and that this parable, as also the other six of the 
aeries, refers not to the non-professing world, but to 
two ohis^-es iu the church. 

The Son of ilan planted the church pure, all 
good seed. During the days of the Apostles there 
were special "gifts of the Spirit" such as *• discern- 
ing of spirits, etc.," by which they were able to pre- 
vent tares getting iu among tlie tcAe«<— hypocrites 
getting into the church. ([Instance I Cor* o : 3. — 
°' Simon Ma^iis" — " Anannias and Sapphira," etc.) 
but when the Apostles were dead, ''while men 
slept"— the enemy began to sow tares, among the 
-wheat. Paul says* that the mystery of iuiquity had 
begun to work eveu in his dav ; now, they grow sitle 
by side in all our churches. §haU we separate thum, 
Lord? No, (wc might make some mistake, pull up 
wheat, and leave tarc.4,) " let both grow together 
until the Hareeat," (ifatt. 13.) The Uarveat is the 
end of the world'' [owh, aye."] In the time of har- 
vest I will say unto the reapers, — the reapers are 
the angels — ^'^gather together }i>«f the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to bum them ; but gather the wheat 
into my barn." 

Notice, this Harvest is the end of this age, yet, 
like the one ending, the Jewish age, it is a period of 
4 
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time,— "In the time of harvest;"— secondly there is 
order,—" gather/rat the tares." There will come a 
time, then, in the end of this age, when the reapers 
—angels— will be present domg some sort of a sena- 
rating work in the church ; an<! yet it is an invisible 

Eresence, for when the wheat is guiherud (after the 
indhfig of the tares) — translated, when we which 
gxe alive are caught up to meet the Lord — when tak- 
en they are in the field, mill and bvd ; would they 
be 80 engaged if the>- had seen angels going about 

gathering faires ? jSo : it is an invisible work, done 
7 bein.;s invisible without a miracle. 
Azain, before the living arc gathered, the dead in 
Vhnst must have risen, whether it be but a moment 
before; " the dead in Christ ri»ejir$t, tJwi we which, 
are alive, &c.» (I The.*s. 4 : IG.) This harvest is 
n«tof the living onlv, but also of *' the dead in 
Christ"—" those that 'sleep in Jesus.'' The ansels 
gather the living, but our Lonl, who is the chief 
reaper here, (as He was in the Jewish harvest^ 
gathers or riii$<;3 the dead. "I will raise him up;" 
**I am the resurrection and the life;" and in harmo- 
ny with this thought the luirvest is brought to our 
notice in Kev. 14 : 15—" One like uuto the Son of 
man, seated on a cloud," reaps the earth, Here, two 
han-esta, or two parts of one harvest, are shown, 
the second b*?ing the casting of the vine of the earth 
into the wine-press of His wrath ; doubtless the par- 
allel to the burning of the bundled tarts (time of 
trouble) after the wheat is garnered. The special 
point to which your attention is called, however, is 
the fact that the harvest will go on without outward 
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demonstnition, the chief and under-reapers being 
present but unseen. 

THE PRESENCE (PAROTJSIA) OF CHRIST. 

Some may have confounded our remarks on the 
presence of Christ in a spiritual body, with the pres- 
ence of the spirit of Christ ; but they are quite dis- 
tinct. The latter never left the church ; consequent* 
ly in that sense He could not *' come again.^* Of 
His spiritual presence He said : " Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world." We refer 
to the personal presence which did go away, and will 
come again, — a spiritual hodif. 

The Greek word generally used in referring to the 
second advent — Paroiisia^ frequently translated cojji- 
ing — iuvttriably signifies persotuil ^iresence^ as having 
come, arrived* and never signifies to be oh the way. 
as wjs use the word comiHgr. This fact is recognized 
by many who are looking for the Lord, but the error 
under which the church in geueral is laboring, is tliat 
of supposing that presence implies si^ht, manifesta- 
tion, appearance. In the Greek, however, other 
words arc used to express revehitioiL, appearing and 
manifestation, viz.: phantrvo — rendered sliml ap- 
pear in ** when He shall appear, i&c," — and apoka^ 
iii^sfst—rendeied, shall be revealed — IL Thess. 1 : 7. 

*"The eniphnttc Dlas^ott," .1 very popular translation from 
thtt New Testuiiisnt Trum Grlenbuch, we b«lleve insikvs no ex- 
ueptiun, always trunslailng this wonl Porouiia— presence. 

t A nilnUtering brother tn the M. 12. church has just entiled 
my attention to the following: facts cs])e<ri.'iny inteiestin;; to 
readers lumiliar with the Greek : Apokulupto U formed from 
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"When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed." But 
we have Chrisi^s owu word* to prove that He 
will be present in the world, and the world will know 
not of It Matt. 24 : 37. We read : " As the days 
of Koah were so shall also the pnrmsia (presence) 
of the Son of man be." The presence of Christ is 
not compared to the tlood, bwt to the days of Xoah, 
the days that were before the flood, *as verse 38 
shows; as then they ate^ drank, married, etc., and 

tfta TBrb tobipftr.~whlcb meAnii I cover, conceal,— compound- 
ed with the prepo«Uiwn apo. i.«., apokulupto ; it iueati». I ud- 
cover, 1 reveal. Jn the nilddle volc« It Bl>inifles. J uncocir. or 
retttalmjfuff. Keferences: LukelT;o».~midrlle vok-e.— " when 
the son of man uncorers or reveals himself." If i: !a claimed 
(hat the verb here Is in the paulve voii-e, it does not alter the 
nrgument an]r, for then vre sltouM reutl.iis in our rersiun, 
** when the son of man is uncovered or revealed ." Tlie idt;a 
is tne Siime In either case. viz. : sutuething covered np or iu- 
Tlftible, \a present iuid has been present tor some time, but 
now it is uncovered or revealetl. $u iu the fullowiit^ rel'er- 
eaceft: Matt. 10: 26— here ix>th the simple and compound 
form Is U4ed: ** There i« nothing eovereiUiln/»pfA> that shall 
not be uncovereil (opoknbtpto )." itatt. H : «.T ; 1 Co r. 2 : lu ; G al . 
S: 23; Epb. 3: 5; II 'Ihes . .'; 3. 8, 8. In tbi» last passsge it will 
be noticed that the man of sin is in existence. uu«l just as 
much '* the sou of perdition" betbre aH after he is uncovered 
or revealed. Out the day <ioiuee when he is stripi'>ed of bis 
disftulse. the sheep-skin ts removed, and he k sliown to be » 
voif; he is um-overed, revt-aled. 

The ordinary \vord lueil fur eome. In the Greek, Is erkomai, 
aeauint; I unme. It occun* over tltrce hundred times In the 
Jiew TesUimenr. Uut tlie word nh>, also iransIatvU vome. has 
a dtAerent meaning; it sipdfles completed action. as / oin 
ei>fM,<unhen,<unafru'«d. With this in mSnd, ex:imiue 3I:itt. 
24:30:— The lord of thatfevit} servant shall come [shall have 
come] in a day when he loukuth not lorliiui, aitd in nu tionr 
that he is'notaMi'areof." Also, in Lake l.i:46. These servants 
aresayinjyrmy Lorddeiayeth. Thci^ i^ no harm in thki so 
lung as Ke does delay, but tlierewlH cornea time when Ha 
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kneio notf so shall also the presence of the Son of 
man be. The resemblance nere mentioned is that of 
not kno*mn(f' ^they will not know of the presence of 
Christ. They may hare been wicked then, and 
doubtleits were and may be similarly wicked in His 
presence ; but wickedness is not the point of com- 
parison, as then thcv ate, drank, married — proper 
enouj^h things to be cfoing, not sins ; so shall it be in 
Christ's presence. Now, look at Luke i7 : 26. "As 
it WQit in the days of Xcah, so shall it be also in the 
days of the Son of man^" Verse 27 telto how it 
was in the days of Ji^oah ; they were eating, drink- 
ing, marrying, etc. " So shalfit be in the days of 
the son of man/' Surely the days of the son of 
man are not before His days^ any more tlian the days 
of Henry CUvy could be days before he was born. 
2fo ; the more we examine the more we are convinc- 
ed that the world will go on as usual, and know not, 
until " the harvest is past, the summer ended, and 



no looser delays, and tlie lerrant who sars He delays Is called 
wicked. For •* yet a little while, and lie that tduiil come— 
Urkomni^ will come— oM, shall have comet and «rlU aot [loiig- 
erl tarty." Ueb. 10:37. 

Anotlier brother, aUoof the SI. E. <!linreh.nnd fbr several 
year* a professor In one of their prtncipal eotlciMts, betnff con- 
Tenient «i me, I called his atteutlan to the above. After ex- 
amlulnt; the test critically, he endorsed the abu«-« renderlnfr, 
renvirklne that It was very pis? u liar; then, haptwnins to 
jvlanee at the 4Gth verso of Matt. 24, he called my arteiitiun to 
the fact that the word there traniflnted eonath Is rlthim, and 
ai'g{X\Aitiitflcr Hehauanme. Kead rentes 45 and tf with this 
thouijhe in mind. Is it possible that there will be faithful 
serrants plrln» meat in due s«*aiion after tiM Lord has come ? 
It 1:* no stated, and at titat same timu the evil serrant will 
not be aware of His presence, (rerse SO). 
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tbey are not ia the ark, not ^nth the little flock '* ac- 
counted worthy to escape.*' There will be no out- 
ward demonstration of the second advent having: be- 
gun, and Christ being present, until tlie church ia 
Sithered, whenever it takes place — soon, or in the 
stant future. 



CHAPTER III. 

TEX KI^ronOM OF OOD. 

The Scriptures everywhere recognize the church <i.s the 
kiugdom> The kingdom of heaven is likened to " Ten 
Virgin*," to " Wheat and Tares," to a Ji^t iu which are 
caught both good and bad fi$h, etc. The^ figures or 
parables represent the church in the present time, good 
and bad mixed, iu the nominal church of Christ; they 
SO continue to repteseut the kingdom until the end of 
this age, tworid] the *' harvest" time, then tlie wise and 
foolish virgina, good and bad fish, and wheat and tares 
are separated. This kingdom is now *' subject to the 
powers (governments, kingdoms) that be," for " the 
powers that bH are ordained of Goti." This kingdom 
has promise of all authority and power, and the time 
will come when "Tlie kingdom (ruling power) under tlie 
whole heavens i^liali be given to the people of the saints 
of the Most ll'mh, and they shall possess it forever." 
** The little fluck" to whom "it is the Father's good 
pleasure to give the kingdom" is now being tried, being 
made perfect through sutt'ering. lieing prepared by con- 
tact with suffering and sin for" the position to which they 
are to be exaltod, that as " king* a»id priests" they may 
be able to syuipathize with those over whom iu the mil- 
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lennial age they are called to rule- We are to be joint 
heirs with Christ in His king^dom and throne, and can- 
not enter upon our reign until '■' He t»kes His great pow- 
er and reigns.'* That will not be until the end of the 
world or ace ; for Jesus says, *• My kingdom Is not of this 
world," "The devil is the prince of this world." Christ's 
kingdom and ours is o' the next age; tlien *' the Son of 
man shall sit on the tbrone of His glory." Now He !• 
** seated at the right hand of God," " sat down with the 
Father on His throne" The setting up of the kingdom 
b our separation from the world, foolish virgins and 
tares ; tlie glorifying of the wheat which then shines 
forth as the sun. But liow will this kingdom rule orer 
the world f Will it hare Jerusalem for its capital or seat 
of empire ? Will Christ sit In Jerusalem upon the throne 
of David? " Jf.rusalcm shall he rebuilt up<Hi her old 
heaps as in Uie former timu," Israel after the flesh will 
again be the chief nation, and "a praise in the whole 
earth;" for " the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 
But fleslily librae! is not and never again will be " the 
kingdom of G<»d." Tliey were once, but it was taken 
from them and given to another people, children of A bra- 
ham by faith — the church. Unut*r the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet all the kingdoms of the world (now un- 
der the control of Satan) become the *' kingdoms of our 
Lord-" (They pom into the poHsfH.-*i0n of (Jhri.«t and un- 
der the lule of Hi.s kingdom— the devil being bounds- 
Rev. SO: 2. Israel, with their capital at Jerusalem, will 
doubtless be chief of these tlej>hly nations, but it will no 
more be the llcavvnly kingdom tban they. 

JesuA says unless a man )i*c born again, bom of the 
Spirit, he cannot .see the kingdom of God neither enter 
into it. (John 3: 3-5.) The kingtlom of heaven Is a 
spiritual kingdom and cannot be seen by mortals, any 
more than Satan's kingdom at the present time. We 
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never see Satan's kingdom nor bis throne, but ^e realize 
its power, llils accnrcl^ with our Lord's statement wiien 
Be was detnanded of tlte Diarisces wbeu the icingdom of 
God should t'onic> He answered and said untu them: 
the kingdom of God conit^tti not with observation, [mar- 
^n, outward show] neither sliall they say, Ld, Iierc! or 
Lo, there I For l>eItotd the kingdom of (rod is witbiu 
you [in your midst.]— certainly not in tlie hearts of those 
i'barisees. Tlie kingdom wiil be preseut in tlie world, 
controlling it, yet unseen. How, tlien, can Christ sit up- 
on the tbnmeof David? NonewiJi argue tliattlie tl:rone 
of David, wliich is cast down and is to he raised up, 
jnean& tlie pieces of wood, etc., on whicii David sat. 
What then ? The word throne U tliere u»ed as the 
representative of power— ruling authority, {we use It so 
to-day). "When Cfod's kingdom was on the fleslily plane, 
DaTid represented Him. The thton« was then the 
Lord's and ** David sat upon the throne of the kingdom 
of the Lortl.'^ So also of his Son It is written, "Solomon 
*at upon the throne of the Lonl in tlieroom of his father 
David." It is not the piece of wood that is here rrferred 
to; words are but symbols to represent ideas. The one 
here represented is, that the control once vested in Da 
Tid, afterwan! thrown down, [removed] and the affairs of 
the earth given into the hands of the 6entile.«, (Luke 21 : 
24) is to be restored in Christ, on a higher plane; first, 
the natural, afterward, the spiritual, seems to be Gud'9 
Ofder in everj-thing. 

Jerusalem, when rebuilt, will not be the kingdom of 
God ; for all, whether Niro iurain or not, could see it. It 
would ha\'e outward show; men would say: Lo, beret 
and Lo, there! The heavenly city Jerusalem itself is 
the bride,.the church. Come hither and I will show thee 
thebrTiTe; and He show^ed me the " Holy JemKikm.** 
In Scripture a eitj/ is frequently used as the symbol of a 
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gOTernment or institu'ion. (See Isa 14 : 31 ; Jer. 3S : 5-7 ; 
Rev. 11: 2; 14. 8; 16: 19; 17: IS ) 

But wil! the world not see Christ on His throne when 
they shall " say to the mountains and mcks fall on us 
and bide as from the face of Him that »ittctU upon tlie 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb; for tlie great 
day ofhi'* wrath iacome." Will they see nothing? "The 
day of the Lord so cometh [on the world and foolish vir- 
gins] as a thief* — ^a snare. The claas liere reierred to are 
represented as recognizing the fact, itiat " the preal day 
Of His wrath has come,*' the lime of trouble; they now 
realize it. '* He shall be revealed (to themj in flaming 
fire, (terrible jud^ienta] taking vengeance, etc." What 
sort of r<jcks and mountains do you suppose they will 
pray to have fall on them — literal mountains? No; few 
saintji have the faith to pray for mountains to fall, while 
the wicked have not faith to pray for small things; be- 
sides what would we think of a man who wanted to die 
and could think of no more simple method than to be 
crushed by a mountain. But these do not seek destruc- 
tion: they want toljecowred — protected— in this time 
of trouble— day of wrath—" when every man's hand is 
against his neighbor," when ** the mountains [kinsdoros] 
are moved out of their places,-" for "alt tlie kiiigdoraa 
[mountains] that are up«in the face of the earth shall be 
thrown down." The mountain5 [kingdoms] shall melt 
and flow down like wa-t at the pi-efience of the Lord. 
During the time of commotion and freneral national de- 
struction, the ''dashing in pieces'* of governments, men 
wili sei'k protection— ^overiijs — lilding in the great and 
stnms kingdoms of the woriil. Men will say there is 
(rreat Dritain, Kussia. etc.; they are strong, they protect 
their citizerts, let us become citizens of »ucli. They nill 
seek hiding, also, in such great rftcks of worldly society 
as Free Masonry, Odd Fellowship, etc., but none of these 
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(can protect fully) shall be able to deliver tliem in the 
day of the Lord's atiger. Every mountain shall be 
moved out of its place. Then the " stone [church] be- 
comes-a great mountain and fills the wlK^le eartli." Al- 
though invislhle it will be real ; for, as Paul saj-is, "the 
things whiek^u^feeji are tern iKiral, but the tiiiiiga that 
are not seen are etertial. It will be a peaceful kingdom : 
for "He niakeih wars to cease unto the ends of the 
earth" Peace is established on a sure basts, by the 
breaking in pieces of the worldly governments. *• Every 
man may then sit under his own vine and Hg tree, with 
none to molest or niake him afraid." 

**}iovr the world id fuH of sufferinj, 

SoMD'U o/ wa« fall on ray ear*, 
SijKhta of wretchcdnes.4 riuI sorruw 

Fill my ej-ca wtih pitying tears ; 
*7\% the eavtti'd dark ni^ht of weeping. 

Wrong an<l evil triumph now; 
I can wftft, for just before me 

Beaciaitie ntornin^'^ roseate glow." 

If this is the character of tlie kingdom of God, spiritual, 
lnvi!*ible, how can we be *' kings and priestd," or in any 
way teach or minister to the world*? If we are of tins 
higli order of beings, spiritual, glorious, like Christ, men 
in the fle.«h would fiill l>efore us, as fr^aui, Daniel ami 
John did before glorious beings. True; but as in past 
ages, angel je. when it w:i3 necessary, appearetl a--* men un- 
der the veil of the Aesfh, (Heb. 10: 20) so we in tlie n^xt 
ft^e will appear to men. Jfow ;ind in the past ages an- 
gels have been the miniriters, (Heb. 1: 14) but " unto the 
angels hath He net put in subjection the world to come, 
(Heb. 2: 5} but luito C'luisL," bead and body. (Compare 
Kev. 2:27, Psalm -2: Sand 8: 4.) Moses, as a tyi>e of 
Christ, illn>irates this. The first tables of the law were 
broken in pieces, atnl now a second was to be given. 
When Moses with two tables came down the mountain, 
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from the prssence of tlie Lord, his face shone, so that the 
people could not look at him. Afterward he put on a 
reil ; then they came to him, he convei-sed with them 
attd delivered to tljein the law of God. Aftern'ai-d ^heu 
he talked Tvlth the people he wore the veil, but when he 
went into the Lord'9 presence he Uid it off. (£xod.34: 
30.) Moses -nras the minisjter In the type. We are the 
ministers of the new covenant— the antitype. If the 
type " was gloHuu!*, how shall not the ministration of 
the spirit be rather [morej glorious?" (II Cor. 3:9). 
As he did so will we do. When ministering to and 
teachin;| the people we will wear a veil, — '* the flesh" — 
the glorious body will be covered, tho veil of flesh seen. 
We will appear «« men, but when we go into the presence 
of the Lord we lay it off — "enter into that within [be- 
yond] the veil." As in the tj'pe, iloses first appeared in 
glory, and the people trenibled and feared, so, during this 
time of trouble, which introduce.^ the Xew Law, New 
Age, the Millennium, there will be outward manifesta- 
Aionsof the power and glory of the new Idngdom ;" at 
wliich " alt facrts shall gather paleness, and their knees 
shall smite one against another." 

" He'll rule the world xrittt trntb and grace, 

Art'X make the nntloas proire 
The crl'>rf^» nt Uiii righteousness 

And wonders of I£i» love." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WHAT t SAY TCTTO 0>'B I SAT C^'TO ALbj WATCH. 

The nositions taken we betiere to be stron<:. They com- 
nend tliemselres ns strong: to thiakin? christiaus because 
oi the Viijtt amount of scripture whicb favor tlieui, I^cause 
tbey harotouize what has 1)een tio many lainJ.s contruilictory 
statements nnd teaohjujrs to the Bible ; show n hnrniotiy be- 
tween the chufttctef of God and his works; and di!*i>l.iv' His 
attributein, meny, justice, love, etc., to |>erfectiou. \Vebe- 
Uere th;it the real object of the second advent has been pre> 
sented. 

The manner we think. equi\Uy well established, whether it 
be an event of our lifetime or not. But for the chun-h to be 
left without liirlit on so important a subject, would seem 
strange, would it not? It would be contrary to pre- 
eedent. l^oah knew of the flood; Lot of the'ftre, etc. 
They may not have known the oaV a>d hocr, but 
they certainly had some knowledge of the nearness of 
the events before they came. Are we who expect to be 
f:athered utterly at sea without means of knowing anything^ 
whatever about the time'.' Did ,le»ua not say, that day 
lihould not come unon tlioae who w.atcbetl. unawares? [with- 
ont their knowiu.?). He did; but he uIm) said "ye know 
not when the time is; what I suy unto one I say unto ail, 
watch !" Yes, but shall we 8upiio!<e that He meant watch, 
because you will never know, or becaiu* you know 
not? watch that you nviy know. I/.^t vl* hxik at the 
BtroQge.«t of this class of toxti; "Of that day and hour 
knoweth no man; no not the anceb in he.iven; neither 
the Son, but nty Father onlv: Watch ye therefore." "Soxr 
Notice: This does not rend of that daj- and hour no man shall 
e»er know— but no man knmceth. J'e.<us said that He him- 
a^'lf did nut know tficn\ will he never know until ho comes? 
Will he not know the hour Ivfure he comes— at b-aat? (The 
writer does not think the day or honr of our traiurlution ii or 



Oim LORD'S RETCRN. 61 

will be known; but believes the scriptures to teach tbat we 
will have a general knoteladtje of our whereabouts before that 
event occnn, if we are walkiui; in the light which shines 
from the word}. Let us look at jBto. B's Ulustratiou of 

THB BESCE43KD VOBT. 

The fort is besieg«<I. The General comniancliag the at* 
tack sends word to all Doa-<M>mbatauts living in and danger- 
ously near it, that as he is about to undermine aud blow up 
the fort; they must remove or take the eoitisequences. But 
it will require somo time to accompIii«h the wuric He tluire- 
fore gives them certain sisals by which they may know, 
ami says; I will display a blue ^gnal when the excavatioD 
is complete; a red one whea the powd<» in pro{>t.-r]y arranged; 
and wheu tlia fuMS are laid and everything r^utly, a gt«i«n 
signal; and ye may know that at four o'clock of that day, 
the explosion will occur. But of that day and hour knowetli 
no man; no not the eugitieerd who will do the work, nor 
myaelf ; God alone knows the future. AVhat I say unto oue 
I say unto all, watch, for ye kuuw nut when thetimuis. 
Kow what would those people look for? Not the explosiun— 
but the si^uals. Did the General mean for them to watch 
because tLuey could never know, or in order that they might 
know? tTndoubtedly the latter. So our captain told as to 
watch. Not to watca the sky, but our churt. " We hare a 
more sure word of prnphec^i' to which we do well to tako 
heed as unto a lij;ht that shineth in « dark place until the 
dtty dawn," says Fetex. Now, heavPUul: turn to aud n»td 
carefully, I Thes. 2 :!-{>; try to distiagutsh between the 
church aud the world; ve and vou vs. they oiid them. 
** Ve brethren know tliat the day uf the Lord so cometh ad a 
thief in the night [on all? Xo. ou the world awlorer' 
charged senrautp-n-hen they shall say peace and safety, then 
sudden de:»tructton cometh upon thtm- The next clause tells 
how sudden. >'ot suddeu like a llash of lightning, but aa 
—and they shall not escape. 

"But yB brethren are lutt in darkneu that that day should 
overtake you as a thiel" Althuugh in the presence of tho 
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Son of man the ■world will not know, yet the church, ye 
brethren, are exited to know; aot frum outward sign but 
fio:n the ti^ht shiiiin;; upon the pathxray. Our Father un- 
dertakes to furnish tlui Itsht as fast ns it is due, but we mufit 
iralk in it if we vroaUl not be in Jarl^ned^. 

The day ot thiv Lord is frcqticutly referred to as a snare or 
trap iato which tho*e vrithuuc Si^ht p) uiiawuroa. As a thief 
it comes steiilthily. But s^me titiuk as a thief menus sud- 
denly; we tbiuk not. but if ic dues, thon '" ye bretlireu ure 
not ID darkne:»9 that that diiy sliould cunie upon you sudflen' 
ly." When Je?»u.s said: '■ U tlierefore thou ,<lialt not watch, 
thou shalt uot know wli.it hour 1 will come upon thee." It 
seems as though he [ueaut, if rou are wacching you shall 
know. Does it not? 

But it is not my u>»ject ia this pamphlet to call your atten- 
tion more fully to the ti.mb of the sewmd advent than I have 
above, in answering; soiut^ of the chief ohjecttou.- toths iures- 
tigation of it (Those intm-eslcil i;i knowing tiie eviileucea 
&* to the time, I wjmid refer to Dr. N. H. Barbt^ut*. editor of 
the '• Herald of the Morninji," Kocl>ester. N. Y.j I simply 
add that I am dee|>ly iiuitrosst'd. and tliink. not without jjwid 
scriptural evidence, that'tiie M-vster Is i-ome and is nyvv in- 
spectinK the Ruests to the miirria-^e. (Matt, :^,': H,) That the 
hnrvesth pn)gressing, tlitfsijciniciuuimontal) between wheat 
and tares nuw poiusj on. and that thu two ia tlie ticld, uiiU 
and bed may be btxUly separ.Ucd at any ninuieut, the wise 
Tir;;in!» go into tiic raarri.ii,'o, and the door to tlie fiiyh caliiivj 
ba Fotever shut. 

Even tlie uutwanl signs seen by the worhl seem to point to 
the fact that a vtreat tiispetisational chan^'e may be near. 
From their dtaBd-p«iint the htss tviitury vrouM seeih to be the 
*' day of [Oo«r«J pn'^wration." Jmpr»v«*menN and invencions 
progress ti3 never b«?f ore. Xow wo are bejtinuinjr to realize 
that thef«e inventions, wlucli in uud of tlieni.selvt';» are bless- 
ings, ate, under pn-seut cof'ditioti.-* of society, a curse. livvry 
machine made, after a certain liutit, t«?nds to def-rea^t? tite de- 
mand for euch mechanic's labor; .«upply and demand n-gu- 
lates the wa«;es he receives. To-tlay there is emrdoyment for 
less than three-fourths of the iudu.striai labor oi this ai> well 
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as other laofts, and even thi« number avera;;e bnt balf time; 
what will it' be a few years henre? The prophet, describtn^v- 
the tlmo of trouble, implies that it will be broagrht about by 
lack of emplojrtiietit. "Tliere shall be no hire for man nyr 
hire for beast, every man's hand against his aeijtlibor," etc. 

Yet nil these thiiif;* which tend to decrease tlie neces.xiry of 
manual labor, and itiany in«>re, yet undeveloped orunkitown, 
will in the uiilletinial age miuiiiter to the couiforfct aud nece.-** 
sities of the world. In fact, humanly $i[ieakint; the Suilen- 
Btal Era would l»e an impossibility without t!;em. Wht'ii the 
kingdom is the Lord'.s, ri<;ht and jiisticu will hold the rcin-s, 
oppre«!>ion and strikes will alike ^ive piac« to equity. These 
inventions will be u.se<l for the beuctic nut alone of a clo^a 
but of the whole, they will serve not merely totheaceuiuula' 
tion of dotluni. but to the intellcctnal enrichment of ull 
elafsett. and '' a 1 tdiall know the Lord from the lea;it to the 
gteates«t." 

Beloved, if it now fill« our henrts to orerflowinjr even to 
think of the many, preat, exceeding precioua promises tnuJe 
to the bride, what will the realization of them be ? Tlioy 
all centre in and have their fulfilment when wc shall bo like 
Him, and see Him an He is. XheMt are '*good tidings of 
great joy which shaH be to aHpt'-pit;" (Luke 3; 11.) 

Header, are you C!iridt'» servant? Jfao. nreyou a iaith- 
ful, watching servant? Are yoa Imildtng on Christ, the 
rock*.* If so, with wliat'.' gold, silver, pr«>cious stones, or 
wood and stubble'.* Are vou a virpu*^ a wi.^e or afOt»li:$h one? 
You wus called and accepted to nm a rtce; so run that you 
may obtain. The M;i.ster 5aith "to him tliut overcom«th" the 
prize .shall b«. Surely, thut prize coutd be no greater; It U 
the grandest that even Gtxl can oHer; to make ui Hi.f umiA 
and give U9 a joint-heirsihip with CIirt.<it. Like Puul, let m 
count all tilings oa \n»s anil <lrod.<i, while we previa toward th^ 
tuark for the prize i>f onr high cullitig. 

What can you do '.' Ilelicw His word; walk in the light 
which dhinea from it; live up to what yuu havt! and look for 
more. It will .<jinctify you; set you apart; »epanire you 
from the world; your tlioughtii, your talents, your influence 
and your purse. This \a the Lonl s rule for our sanctiljcatiou: 
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" Sanctify fcbem through Thy truth; Thy word is tnuh." If 
you fully lealizft bow select this "Uttlo tlnck" is, ami how 
de9ira)>Ie a matter it U to attoin it, your thoiijrht will probu- 
bty be, it is too hfiih for me; lam unwurthy; 1 have never 
don« an^thini; to merit such hijjh honors, lirothor. sister, 
th«re Will not be one of that Itridc comfn\ny tliiTu because 
they merited it, nor becnuse of their works. Their rolMjs iire 
not their rtghteousiie)*!*; they could not appear in thojie. The 
■wwldiu^ giirnient is Christ's ri<;hteousnc3.-< — imputed— piven 
tinto U3 bccatt:^ of faith. We mu.st believe God if we would 
be aciwpted. "Without faith it is) impossible to please tiod." 
We must come to Him as little children, anxiuii.'t to knoxr 
and do His will if we would enter the kingdom. 

The ov-ercoming which is rewanled with a seat with Him 
on Hi.t tliroiM), is not uf tronts, but ot/idth. "This is the 
fictory that orereoitieth the world, even your faitli." I wonld 
j)iOtsp**kdi»paragiusly of works, exct*pt as ihe gnmiut of 
our amsiftoHce. A fountain or living .>«trf:im tnusc have an 
outlet; living faith will alwavs produce worki*. Wk do not 
senre God to merit eternal life, but accepting Ic of fitrn as a 
free gift, flknd realizing His luring kindne!>.-t. we deaire to ex> 
pre#s our thanks and ttnd an outlet, not oidjr in spending His 
praiso but also in d»iag thiue things which are pleading to 

'* Beholdl como as a thief : Wateh!" 

** Ye brethren are not in darkness, that that dav shonld 
overtake you as a thief I" 

"Take heed least your hearts be ow(?r-charged with the 
cares of this life aud so that day come uiion you nnuvraret," 

"If thou Shalt not wotcA thou shaltriOtinow wUathoor I 

will C0ID9." 



Thosd' who may wish to obtain this pamphlet, for distri-^ 
butiuQor sale, sliould address orders to >*'iTm Herald or the 
Uoralng," Kovhester, 2f . Y, For terms sea cover. 



